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EMPLOYMENT 

 

Professor. Rhodes College. Memphis, TN. August 2023-present.  

 

T.K. Young Chair of English Literature. Rhodes College. Memphis, TN. 2021-present. 

 

Chair, Department of English. Rhodes College. Memphis, TN. 2016-2023. 

 

Associate Professor. Rhodes College. Memphis, TN. August 2010-2023. 

 

Assistant Professor. Rhodes College. Memphis, TN. 2003-2010. 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D., Department of English, The University of Georgia. Dissertation: “Romancing the Vote: 

Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920.” Spring 2003. 

 

Women’s Studies Graduate Certificate. The University of Georgia, Fall 2001. 

 

M.A., Department of English, Louisiana State University, Spring 1995. 

 

B.A., Emory University.  Major: English. Spring 1992. 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books 

Feminism, Modern Fiction, and American Literary Culture. (under contract with Wiley 

Blackwell Publishing. 90,000 words) 

 

New Orleans in Prose and Poetry. Eds. Leslie Petty and Nancy Dixon. (accepted and 

forthcoming from the University Press of Mississippi) 

 

Romancing the Vote: Feminist Activism in American Fiction, 1870-1920. Athens: University of 

Georgia Press, 2006.  

 

Articles and Book Chapters 
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“Queer Feminism in Djuna Barnes’s Journalism.” Legacy: A Journal of American Women 

Writers 40.1 (June 2023). (accepted and forthcoming) 

 

“The Most Salient Point in American Life: Voting Rights and Fiction in the Nineteenth 

Century.” The Cambridge Companion to Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Politics. Ed. John 

D. Kerkering. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (accepted and forthcoming) 
 

“Feminism and Work in Edna Ferber’s ‘Sisters Under Their Skin.’” Studies in the American 

Short Story. 1.1 (April 2020) 19-37. 

 
“Realism and the New Woman.” The Oxford Handbook of American Literary Realism. Ed. Keith 
Newlin. Oxford University Press, 2019. 447-464. 
 
“‘Grim old London welcomed me back’: Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s Second Foray into Europe.” 
Transnationalism and Modern American Women Writers, special issue of E-rea. 16.2 (2019): 1-
15.  
 

“If you’ve had your woman . . . I’ve had my man”: May Bartram’s Ambivalence in Henry 

James’s “The Beast in the Jungle.” Transforming Henry James: Essays from the Fifth Annual 

International Henry James Conference. Ed. Donatello Izzo, et. al. Newcastle upon Tyne: 

Cambridge Scholars Press, 2013. 242-56. 

 “The Political is Personal: The Feminist Lesson of Henry James’s The Bostonians.” Women’s 

Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal. 34 (2005): 377-403.  

 

“Susan Petigru King.” American Women Prose Writers, 1820-1870. Ed. Amy E. Hudock and 

Katharine Rodier. Vol. 239. Dictionary of Literary Biography. Detroit: Bruccoli Clark Layman, 

2001.174-181.  

 

“The ‘Dual’-ing Images of la Malinche and la Virgen de Guadalupe in Cisneros's The House on 

Mango Street.” MELUS 25.2 (2000): 119-32. 

 

“‘She has some buried connection with these lives’: Autobiographical Acts in Can’t Quit You, 

Baby.” Ellen Douglas.  Ed. Thomas L. McHaney and Noel Polk.  Spec. issue of The Southern 

Quarterly 33.4 (1995): 121-29.   

 

Book Reviews 

“The Last Light by Elizabeth Sanders.” Arkansas Review. 50.2 (August 2019): 141-42. 

 

“Well-Read Lives by Barbara Sicherman.” 
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“Schoolgirls by Peggy Orenstein.” Louisiana Association for College Composition Journal for 

College Writing 2 (May 1995). 

 

CONFERENCE PAPERS AND LECTURES 

 
“How to Navigate the Academic World: Roundtable Advice for Those New to the Profession.” 34th 

American Literature Association Annual Conference. Boston, Massachusetts. May 25-27, 2023. 

 

“Key issues for the Study of the American Short Story: A Roundtable.” 34th American Literature 

Association Annual Conference. Boston, Massachusetts. May 25-27, 2023. 

 

“Current and Future Challenges for Feminist Scholars.” Roundtable on Feminist Approaches to 

American Literature in the 21st Century. 33rd American Literature Association Annual 

Conference. Chicago, Illinois. May 26-28, 2022.  

 

“‘Suffrage Bored Me’: Mary Austin and Avant-Garde Feminism.” SSAWW Triennial 

Conference. Baltimore, MD. November 4-7, 2021.  

 

“Voting Rights and Nineteenth Century American Literature.” ALA Symposium. New Orleans, 

LA. September 9-11, 2021. (proposal accepted but conference cancelled because of hurricane) 

 

“The Great Gatsby in 



  Petty / C.V.  4 

 

“‘Every woman . . . should raise her voice’: Rethinking White Women’s Activism in William 
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“‘A League of their Own’ or ‘A Battle of the Sexes’: A Lose/Lose Battle of Clichés for the 

Colorado Silver Bullets.” National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference. 

Albuquerque, NM. June 1999. 

 

“The ‘True’ Story of The Woman Within: Ellen Glasgow’s Narrative Strategies.” Southeastern 

Women’s Studies Association Conference. The University of Georgia, Athens, GA. April 1997. 

 

“Wri
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Strategic Plan Steering Committee, 2018-19.  

 

Faculty Governance Committee, 2017-20; Secretary, Fall 2017 and Spring 2020; Chair, 2018-19. 

 

Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2012-15, 2021-22; Chair, 2014-2015. 

 

Search Committee, Associate Dean of Diversity and Inclusivity, 2015-16.  

 

Faculty Appeals Committee, 2015-16; Secretary, 2015-16. 

 

Chair, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program, 2013-2016. 

 

Director, Eight Biennial Associated Colleges of the South Women’s and Gender Studies 

Conference, 2009. 

 

Faculty Development Committee. December 2006-January 2010; Secretary, 2008-2009. 

 

Director, Gender and Sexuality Studies Student Symposium, 2004-2016. 

 

Gender and Sexuality Studies Steering Committee, 2003-present. 

 

American Studies Steering Committee, 2005-2010. 

 

Faculty J 286.99 .3>> BDC q

0.00000912 0 612 792 re.en4<004F n45F1 12 Tf

1 0 0 1 468.34  2017 and Spring 2020; C[asSDu69t12 792 re

W* n

BS5i5h004F n45F1 12 Tf

1 0 14e5oQ

q

0.00000912 /
q

0.00000912 /
q

0.00000912 /
q

0.00000912 /
q

0.00000912 /
q

0.00000.000009G

[( )] TJ

ET

Q

 EMC  /P <</2 50tt5

0.6alF1 12 Tf

1 0 0 1 347.59 433.03 Tm

0 g

0 G

[(pre)7(s)-10(e)4(nt.)] TJ

ET

Q

ETa57t53Jsl

/F1 12 Tf

1 0 0 1 290.952 01rq

0

BT
oBT

/1 0 0 Q

 EMC  /P <</2 50tt5
5a 792 re

W* n

BT
 5TJ

ET

Q

ETa57JTm

0 g

0 G

[( )MCID 15



  Petty / C.V.  7 

 

Conference Director, American Literature Association 29th Annual Conference. San Francisco, 

California. May 24-27, 2018. 

 

Director, American Literature Symposium on Fiction. “The City in American Literature.” New 

Orleans, LA. September 2015. 

 

Panelist, Tennessee Arts Commission, Literary Arts Panel. 2010-14. 

 

Editorial Board, Studies in the American Short Story. 

 


