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Rhodes Community,

I want to begin this month’s newsletter with a heartfelt expression of gratitude. Brian Foshee, our 
Director of Physical Plant, is retiring March 1 after 37 years of remarkable service to Rhodes, and we 
are going to miss him very much. He has led the way in the construction of many of our buildings and 
the maintenance of our beautiful campus, and has always served our community with extraordinary 
grace, dedication, and good humor. I hope you will take a moment to express your gratitude to him and 
wish him the best on a very well-deserved retirement. 
 
Brian has also played a major role in working with our students to develop a new walking trail around 
campus. Claire Kiernan ’24, student body president, proposed the trail earlier this year, and 
we cannot wait to get it open. The unpaved trail will be approximately 1.5 miles and will go around the 
interior perimeter of campus. Nine posts featuring points of interest will mark the trail and a QR code on 
each post will allow access to an interactive map. It will open in March. Here’s a map showing where 
the trail will be located. 
 
February is Black History Month. We have several events coming up that have been developed by 
the Rhodes College Black Student Association. I hope you can participate in one or more of these as 
we continue to celebrate the achievements of our Black students, faculty, staff, alumni, and other 
members of the greater Memphis community.
 
I am very pleased to announce that Rhodes is creating the Spence Wilson Center for 
Interdisciplinary Humanities. As many of you know, Mr. Wilson has been a longtime benefactor of the 
College, and he served on our board for more than 40 years, including nine as chairman. He has been 
a steadfast advocate for the humanities at Rhodes. A decade ago, we established the Spence L. 
Wilson Distinguished Chair in Humanities. We are now taking that a step further by creating a Center in 
his name. While the Center’s many benefits are outlined in today’s announcement, we know the impact 
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